[image: image1.jpg]Like impressionism, minimalism was
originally a style in art before it became a
type of music. As a musical style it relies
on the repetition of a limited number of
small musical ideas, melodies, harmonies
and rhythms. Throughout the rep-
etitions, these musical ideas are changed
gradually, so the effect is like an ongoing
process rather than a style governed by
the rules of more conventional music.

The composer who is supposed to have
started this style is La Monte Young (b.
1935) and he influenced another
minimalist composer, Terry Riley (b.
1935). Other minimalists include Steve
Reich (b. 1936), John Adams (b. 1947)
and Philip Glass (b. 1937) who is the best
known composer in this style. Perhaps
Glass’s fame exists because he wrote the
music for the films Koyaanisqarsi and
Mishima and has worked with various
rock musicians, including Paul Simon
and Mike Oldfield.

Minimalism is not only a musical style
for orchestral composers but appears also
in the music of performance artists such
as Laurie Anderson and is used in rock
music. Two groups which write
minimalist rock music are Kraftwerk and
Talking Heads. Kraftwerk is a German
electronic rock group whose music is
often made up of very repetitive ideas:
small melodies and vocal lines are used
over and qver again. Some songs by
Talking Heads also use the same device
and show this group’s interest in using
different types of styles in their music.

Minimalism has influenced other
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American minimalist composer, Philip Glass
(6.1937)

compaosers such as Ryuichi Sakumoto,
who has worked with the Japanese group
Sandii and the Sunsetz, and the French
electronic composer Jean-Michel Jarre
who composed the music Oxygene used in
the film Gallipoli. Although itis a style of
music whose name is unkaown to many
people, its influence has been wide
reaching. Because of its use by rock mu-
sicians it has been heard by many people
who would never listen to the orchestral
music.





[image: image2.jpg]QUESTIONS

1 What was minimalism before it 7 Which Japanese composer has
was a musical style? been influenced by this style?
2 How does it work in music? 8 Name the French composer who
3 What composer is supposed to wrote Oxygene.
have started this style? 9 How has minimalism been heard
4 Who are the other minimalists? by/many people?

5 Who s the best known composer in
_this style? Why is he so famous?

10 Is minimalism a contemporary
style? What proves this?

What rock groups use minimalist
ideas? E
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